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Rationale 
This academic honesty policy is intended to inform students, staff and parents about the 
guidelines that Garibaldi Secondary School and the International Baccalaureate 
programme follow to ensure that students submit authentic work.  
 
While information and communication technology in the 21st century have made it 
easier for students to take shortcuts in their education, at Garibaldi Secondary School 
the expectation is that every student submit assignments and projects that are authentic 
and are a true representation of the student’s academic ability. Thus, we fully support 
the International Baccalaureate Organization’s strong commitment to academic 
integrity. 

Links to learner profile 

At Garibaldi Secondary School, we foster an environment of integrity and honesty.  The 
IB framework is an inquiry-based model where students will be given numerous 
opportunities to access information in a variety of ways and from a variety of sources. 
As inquirers, students will conduct research with integrity.  
 
At Garibaldi, we encourage students to participate in the global knowledge community, 
where they will develop into principled learners that contribute to and take from the 
community in an ethical and responsible manner. It is important for students to 
accurately represent where their ideas and thoughts come from. It is expected that 
students submit their own work in their own words.  Students will develop a mindset 
towards thinking and reflecting about the work that they do and make balanced and 
ethical decisions. 

Definition of terms 

From General Regulations Middle Years Programme (MYP) and General Regulations 
Diploma Programme (DP) Article 20 and General Regulations Career Programme (CP) 
Article 19 and MYP: Principles into Practice, 2014. 
 
Plagiarism This is defined as the representation, intentionally or unintentionally, of the 
ideas, words or work of another person without proper, clear and explicit 
acknowledgment. 
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Authentic authorship Authentic authorship is defined as a student’s piece of work based 
on his/her individual and original ideas with the ideas and work of others (original 
authorship) fully cited and acknowledged. 
 
Citing and acknowledging original authorship. Students must use citations to ensure 
that the reader can clearly distinguish between their words and work (authentic 
authorship) and the words and work of others (original authorship). Students must refer 
to the document Guidelines for Preparing Research Papers in APA Style for advice on 
what constitutes authentic authorship, and guidance (with examples) on the conventions 
for citing and acknowledging original authorship 
 
Collusion This is defined as supporting malpractice by another student, as in allowing 
one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another.  
 
Example of collusion: Student A completes an assignment and Student B copies 
Student A’s answers. Both students have colluded and have demonstrated academic 
dishonesty. 
 
Collaboration Legitimate collaboration is not the same as collusion. Collaboration is 
defined as working with a partner or group to achieve a common goal, which may 
involve delegating and sharing responsibilities by fairly negotiating and clearly 
determining each member’s role. This may involve sharing information, listening to 
group members’ ideas, encouraging all members to contribute, and building consensus. 
 
Example of legitimate collaboration: Student A and Student B work together to perform 
and collect data in a scientific investigation. The students discuss the data collected and 
brainstorm together about errors in the process they used to collect the data and 
improvements that could be made in future investigations. Each student summarizes 
the errors and improvements in their own words in separate, individually written 
conclusions. 
  
Duplication of work This is defined as an instance where a student hands in a work for 
one subject and then submits the same/or very similar work for a different teacher or 
subject. This could include submitting a lab from a previous year, or perhaps submitting 
a project from a Design class as a Science project for electricity. Students who wish to 
expand on a previous project or assignment must get clear expectations and guidance 
from their current teacher on how to adapt or change the work to meet the specific 
requirement of that course. Adaptations for students with an IEP may include reduced 
workload which may result in some duplication of work.      

https://gss.sd42.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=25106765
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Any other behaviour that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the 
results of another candidate (for example, falsifying a community service record, 
disclosure of information to and receipt of information from candidates about the content 
of an onscreen examination within 24 hours after the examination via any form of 
communication/media).   

Student responsibilities 
• be familiar with what academic dishonesty is (definitions above) and the 

consequences of academic misconduct. 
• do not present another person/student’s work as your own (copy) or allow others 

to copy your work - this includes assignments found online. 
• follow standard exam rules by not communicating with others before or during an 

exam, including looking at a fellow student’s answers or allowing your answers to 
be copied 

• do not bring notes into or use electronic devices during an exam unless 
specifically allowed by classroom teacher. 

• cite all source material using proper conventions. 
• use direct quotations using proper conventions. 
• use the resources provided on the GSS Library IB Citation Guidelines page to 

ensure that you cite using proper conventions. 
• respect the work of others by being familiar with and following copyright law.  
• do not engage in any act that gives you an unfair advantage over others. 

Educator responsibilities 

• be familiar with what academic dishonesty is (definitions above) and the 
consequences of academic misconduct. 

• set clear expectations for assignments and provide guidance to candidates on 
how to correctly cite the sources they have consulted.  

• design assignments that encourage original thought.  
• discuss the benefits of submitting assignments that are correctly referenced. 
• devote time to teach and practice these skills until students master the skill of 

referencing. 
• introduce students to guidelines on proper citation – use the resources provided 

on the GSS Library IB Citation Guidelines page.  

Parent responsibilities 

• be familiar with the academic honesty policy.  
• support their children at home. 

https://gss.sd42.libguides.com/c.php?g=561051&p=3861677
https://gss.sd42.libguides.com/c.php?g=561051&p=3861677
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Measures taken to provide education and support 
Students receive instruction and practice citing the sources of information they use in 
their work.  At the beginning of Grade 8, the Garibaldi Teacher Librarian schedules time 
for students in the library and works collaboratively with teachers to teach students how 
to take notes and how to cite information sources. This instruction continues throughout 
their years at Garibaldi Secondary School. Instructions on citing information sources are 
posted clearly on the GSS Library website. The Teacher Librarian provides a review for 
students when they are required to cite their sources for their assignments in their 
various subject classes.  

Consequences of academic misconduct: MYP Grade 8 - 10 

When students do not adhere to this policy, staff will follow a pattern of progressive 
discipline which could include:  
 
Initial consequences 

• meeting between student and teacher to discuss academic honesty. 
o to ensure consistency and fairness, a student may bring a parent, 

counsellor or educator to be present in discussion of any academic 
dishonesty incident. 

• work will be redone at lunch or afterschool and then resubmitted. 
• contact with parent/guardian. 

 
Subsequent consequences 

• meeting with Head of School and documentation in student file 
• Student writes a letter demonstrating a clear understanding of the importance of 

referencing other’s work and the importance of representing oneself with honesty 
and integrity 

• repeated acts of academic dishonesty or failure to re-do assignments to meet 
academic honesty requirements may result in insufficient evidence to receive 
credit for the course  

• exemption from school awards 

Consequences of academic misconduct: DP/CP Grade 11 – 12 
When students do not adhere to this policy, staff will follow a three-level pattern of 
progressive discipline as outlined below. 
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Level One  
Level One violations include: 

• Copying homework  
• Copying or attaining secretive information to gain an advantage on a test or quiz  
• Letting another student copy one’s homework  
• Letting another student look at one’s test or quiz  
• Working with others on an assignment that was meant to be an individual 

assignment. 
• Taking information from a source that is not properly cited. 
• Making up data, or taking data from another source, for an experimental 

investigation.  
 
Level One violations will be dealt with by the classroom teacher and the incident will be 
reported to the IB DP or CP coordinator and school administration. Consequences for 
Level One violations include: 

• Teacher and coordinator will review the Academic Honesty Policy with the 
student. 

• Re-do the work during a lunch or after school detention and resubmit.  
• Depending upon the severity of the incident, additional detention time may be 

served by the student.  
• Parents will be contacted and will be asked to review the Academic Honesty 

Policy with the student.  
• The incident will be recorded on the student’s record. 

 
Level Two  
Level Two incidents include:  

• Two or more Level One infractions.  
• Copying full papers from the internet or other publications.  
• Copying full papers or assignments from other students.  
• Submitting a computer program that has been developed by another.  
• Cheating during IB examinations. 

 
Level Two incidents are serious and will be dealt with by the coordinator, administration, 
and potentially the malpractice branch of the IBO. Consequences for Level Two 
violations include: 

• Students will receive a zero on any assignments or tests in question.  
• Parents will be required to attend a formal meeting in response to all level two 

violations. 
• The incident will be recorded on the student’s record. 
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• Students may be assigned extended detention and/or suspension time.  
• Students may be exempted from school awards and Grade 12 scholarships. 
• Students may be removed from the IB program. 

 
Level Three 
Level Three incidents include:  

• Stealing examinations  
• Altering grades on a school data base  

 
Level Three violations are extreme and will be dealt with by the administration of the 
school. Consequences for Level Three violations include: 

• Students will be immediately removed from the IB programme.  
• Students may be asked to leave Garibaldi Secondary School.  

 
 
The Academic Honesty policy will be reviewed in the fall of 2023. 
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